Terminology is sometimes confusing for those new to database design. The table below indicates those terms that “evolve” during the design process, but refer to the same thing. 

Table, column, and row are the reference points where applicable.

	
	Requirements Analysis (
	Relational Theory (
	Conceptual

Model (ER Diagram) (
	Database

	TERM
	
	
	
	

	Table
	business object
	relation
	entity
	table

	Column
	characteristic of

a business object
	attribute
	attribute
	field

	Row
	Row
	Tuple
	instance of an

entity
	record

	Entity identifier
	
	
	entity identifier
	primary key

	Composite

entity identifier
	
	
	composite

entity identifier
	composite

primary key


